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SUB J : ROMANIAN VIEW OF BALKAN STATE OF PLAY 

REF: ANKARA 311; ATHENS 232 

1 . SUMMARY. EMBOFF JANUARY 24 CALLED ON MFA BALKAN 
SPECIALISTS DIACONU AND CONSTANTIN FOR RUN DOWN ON 
CURRENT BALKAN SITUATION. ROMANAINS ACKNOWLEDGED 
POSSIBILITY OF SECOND BALKAN CONFERENCE IN TURKEY 
PRIOR TO BELGRADE CSCE MEETING, SAID TURKISH AND 
BULGARIAN PROPOSALS FOR MULTILATERAL PROJECTS WERE 
STILL OUTSTANDING AND HOPED TO OVERCOME BULGRIAN 
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RESISTANCE VIA PROPOSALS WHICH WOULD BE IN GOB'S 
OWN ECONOMIC SELF-INTEREST. END SUMMARY. 

2. ROMANIANS ARE HOPEFUL THAT SECOND BALKAN CONFERENCE 
CAN BE HELD PRIOR TO SEPTEMBER FULL-SCALE BELGRADE 
CSCE MEETING, BUT NOT SO SURE IT WILL TAKE PLACE 

BEFORE JUNE PREPARATORY MEETING. TURKISH AND 
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BULGARIAN PROPOSALS FOR MULTILATERAL BLAKAN PROJECTS 
ARE STILL OUTSTANDING, BUT TURKS HAVE SAID THAT THEIRS 
WILT. BE READY IN NEAR FUTURE. GOR FEELS FOUR OF FIVE 
BALKAN STATES ARE AGREED ON TURKISH MEETING. PROBLEM, 

AS USUAL, IS BULGARIA. NEVERTHELESS, ROMANIANS ARE 
HOPEFUL THAT BY IDENTIFYING MINIMUM NUMBER OF MUTUALLY 
BENEFICIAL MULTILATERAL BALKAN PROJECTS, BULGARIANS 
WOULD SEE MERIT IN THEIR PARTICIPATION. CONSTANTIN 
MENTIONED COORDINATED CONSTRUCTION OF NEW NORTH-SOUTH 
EUROPEAN HIGHWAY LINKS AS AN EXAMPLE OF A PROJECT WHICH 
WOULD BE VERY MUCH IN GOB'S OWN INTEREST, GIVEN ITS 
COMPLAINTS ABOUT LACK OF SUFFICIENTLY MODERN ROAD 
CONNECTIONS WITH ITS NEIGHBORS. DIACONU MUSED THAT 
"AFTER ALL, BULGARIAN RELUECTANCE WAS NOT INTRINSIC, 

BUT DUE PRIMARILY TO OUTSIDE INFLUENCES." BOTH WERE 
AWARE OF GREEK PRIME MINISTER CARAMANLIS 1 LETTER TO 
ZHIVKOV, BUT SAID THEY DID KNOW CONTENT OF 
BULGARIAN REPLY. 

3. ASKED ABOUT PARTICIPATION OF OTHER STATES, E.G., 

HUNGARY, IN VARIOUS PROJECTS WHOSE SCOPE MIGHT EXTEND 
BEYOND BALKANS, ROMANIANS REPLIED THAT FIRST PRIORITY 
WAS FOR BALKAN STATES TO IDENTIFY THEIR OWN COMMON 
INTERESTS WITHOUT PRESENCE OF "OUTSIDERS". AT LATER 
STAGE, HOWEVER, COOPERATION WITH OTHER STATES WAS, OF 
COURSE, NOT EXCLUDED. 

4. COMMENT: IT WAS CLEAR FROM CONVERSATION THAT 
ROMANIAN INTEREST IN BALKANS IS AS STRONG AS EVER EVEN 
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THOUGH THEY MAY PREFER THAT OTHERS TAKE THE LEAD FOR 
THE PRESENT. FOR EXAMPLE, WHEN EMBOFF MENTIONED THAT 
SOVIETS HAVE BEEN PUBLICLY SPECULATING ABOUT BUCHAREST 
AS POSSIBLE SITE FOR NEXT BALKAN MEETING, DIACONU 
SMILED AND REPLIED THAT FOR A VARIETY OF REASONS ANOTHER 
SITE WOULD BE PREFERABLE AT THIS TIME. HOWEVER, 

ROMANIANS MAY BE SOMEWHAT TOO OPTIMISTIC ABOUT 
BULGARIAN PARTICIPATION. IN RECENT CONVERSATIONS WITH 
BULGARIAN EMBOFFS HERE, THEY HAVE TAKEN VERY STRONG 
POSITION AGAINST A SECOND CONFERENCE AND PROSPECTS FOR 
MULTILATERAL BALKAN COOPERATION. IN ADDITION, AUSTRALIAN 
EMBOFF FROM BELGRADE REPORTS THAT YUGOSLAVS THERE HAVE 
TOLD THEM BULGARIANS HAVE FLATLY REFUSED TO ATTEND ANY 
SECOND CONFERENCE. 

BARNES 
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